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Aristotle

Ethics

Books VIII-IX

1. (VIII.1) (1155a) What advantages does Aristotle see in friendship?
2. (VIII.2) (1155b) What are the necessary conditions for friendship to exist?
3. (VIII.3) (1156ab) What are the three types of friendship?
4. (VIII.3) (1156b) What is perfect friendship and why is it rare?
5. (VIII.5) (1157b) How do love and friendship differ?
6. (VIII.6) (1158a) Why cannot one be a "perfect friend" to many?
7. (VIII.7) (1158b) What makes friendship between children and parents "abiding and excellent"?
8. (VIII.7) (1159a) Why, according to Aristotle, is it impossible to be "friends" with the gods?

9. Is it possible to be friends with the true and living God?  Why?
10. (VIII.8) What type of friendship can exist between those who are very different?
11. (VIII.9) (1160a) According to Aristotle, why do religious communities arise?

12. (VIII.10) (1160ab) What are the three kinds of constitution and their deviations?

13. (VIII.11) (1161b) Can one be friends with a slave? Why or why not? ("qua" means "as")
14. (VIII.13) (1162b) Why is the friendship of utility full of complaints?

15. What does this suggest about wrong jealousy? (There is a good jealousy, as God toward His people, and a husband toward his wife.)
16. (VIII.13) (1162b) What is the difference between moral and legal utilitarian friendship?

17. (IX.3) (1165b) Should friendships ever be broken off? Under what circumstances?

18. (IX.8) (1168-1169a) In what sense does Aristotle think that one should be a "lover of self"?
19. (IX.8) (1169a) Would you prefer a brief, intense pleasure or a long, mild enjoyment?
20. (IX.9) (1169b-1170b) Does the happy man truly need friends?
21. (IX.10) (1170b-1171a) How many friends should one have? 
Read these two poems by William Shakespeare on love and friendship:

William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

Sonnet LXXIII: That Time of Year Thou Mayst in Me Behold

1.
That time of year thou mayst in me behold
2.
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang

3.
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,

4.
Bare ruin’d choirs, where late the sweet birds sang.

5.
In me thou see’st the twilight of such day

6.
As after sunset fadeth in the west,

7.
Which by and by black night doth take away,

8.
Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest.

9.
In me thou see’st the glowing of such fire

10.
That on the ashes of his youth doth lie,

11.
As the death-bed whereon it must expire,
12.*
Consum’d with that which it was nourish’d by.

13.
This thou perceiv’st, which makes thy love more strong,

14.
To love that well which thou must leave ere long.

Notes 

12] that: i.e., the ashes of what was formerly the fuel.

William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

Sonnet CXVI:  Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds

1.
Let me not to the marriage of true minds

2.
Admit impediments. Love is not love

3.
Which alters when it alteration finds,
4.*
Or bends with the remover to remove.

5.
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark
6.
That looks on tempests and is never shaken;

7.
It is the star to every wand’ring bark,
8.*
Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken.

9.
Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
10.
Within his bending sickle’s compass come;

11.
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
12.*
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.

13.
If this be error and upon me prov’d,

14.
I never writ, nor no man ever lov’d.

Notes 

[4] remover: the one who departs from love.

[8] worth's unknown: man cannot grasp the star's heavenly worth and astrological influence.

[12] edge of doom: the brink of Doomsday.
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